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Love and Justice

projects
97 accessibility
10 repairs
48 ramps
3 yard work
132 volunteers

volunteer hours

8
3
3
2

163
667

by Nick Dunn

“Why do so many Christians think the New
Testament is about love and not justice?”
Nicholas Wolterstorff, a professing Christian
and Yale and Virginia philosophy professor, asks
a question that points us toward a rigorous
philosophical,
theological,
and
biblical
framework for justice as we go about the
practical work of CCC.
Wolterstorff believes the New Testament is
about God’s love for us (as in John 3:16 and 1
John), as well as our love for God and neighbor
(as in Matt 22 and 1 Cor 13). But it is not solely
or exclusively about love. Justice is also in view.
He makes three arguments concerning justice.

Loving our Neighbors

by Ericson Frank

Dear friends of CCC who participated, prayed,
and supported CCC’s 4th Annual Fantastic
Home Facelift,
Thank you. What a Fantastic day. Four
houses painted, landscaped, and repaired.
There were approximately 120 people at four
homes loving and serving four widows on the
last Saturday in September. Neighbors helping
neighbors, united in purpose.
One lady said she was so happy she could cry.
One lady was crying because her situation is so
difficult, but she was thankful for our presence,
concern, and love. Another lady said this was
the greatest gift people have ever given her. The
final lady was just so proud and thankful to have
her family’s home maintained and looking so
nice!
"Four widows
I saw God’s people
experienced a reaching out together as a
concrete
body, encouraging and
mentoring one another. I
exression of
saw
people
following
grace. What
James’ encouragement to
else can we
enact pure religion by
accomplish
caring for the widows.
together?"
While we were working
together, I believe there was an answering (if
even a glimpse) to Jesus’ prayer:
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also
for those who will believe in me through their
message, that all of them may be one, Father,
just as you are in me and I am in you. May they

First, that justice is done when everyone gets
his or her rights, which are whatever is due him
or her by contract, law, and especially his or her Christians Concerned for the Community
dignity and worth as a human being created by
Expressing the love of God by equipping
God. Second, that whenever you see “righteous”
the Church to help people.
or “righteousness” in the New Testament, the
PO Box 14582,
Greek word could just as easily mean “just” or
“justice.” Though context often requires the Gainesville, FL 32604
“righteous” translation, it sometimes suggests
352‐371‐1768
“justice," as in Matthew 5:6, 10: “Blessed are www.cccgainesville.org
those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they office@cccgainesville.org
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shall be satisfied... Blessed are those who are
persecuted for justice’s sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” Third, Wolterstorff
proposes that the Matt 22 and Lev 19 command
to love neighbors includes the preceding bits of
Lev 19: share; don't cheat, rob, or oppress; pay
workers quickly; be impartial; don't hate, but
love your neighbor as yourself.
This view offers encouragement to three
groups. First, if love includes justice, which
includes rights, then the neighbors we serve
have a legitimate claim to dignity, respect, and a
voice in the process. Second, if you're already
doing the work of either love or justice, know
that you're also doing the other, and there's no
contradiction. Finally, if you long to see the love
and justice of Lev 19, we invite you to
accomplish it through concrete
expressions of grace.

Donate and Volunteer at:

www.cccgainesville.org
Be a neighbor and partner in our work.
Serve with us. Equip others to serve.
Your endofyear giving develops our
community:
$25 buys grab bars for a neighbor’s bathroom,
$100 builds a ‘mini’ ramp, $1200 builds 2
full size wheelchair ramps, $5000 fuels the
truck yearround!
We'd appreciate your material,
financial, and prayer support as we
approach the end of the year
Donate by mail, or write us at:
PO BOX 14582
Gainesville, FL 32604

!
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also be in us so that the world may believe that
you have sent me. I have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are
one— I in them and you in me—so that they may
be brought to complete unity. Then the world
will know that you sent me and have loved them
even as you have loved me. (John 17:2023)
What an accomplishment! Look what we can
do together in a spirit of love. Four widows
experienced a concrete expression of grace.
What other accomplishments are possible?
What other dreams have we been dreaming that
we can start seeing with our own eyes? Think
with us. Dream with us. Work with us. “How
can we continue to develop our
community together?”
Thank you for your friendship, support, and
dedication to loving and serving our neighbors.
To God be the glory.
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